Indian Mills Softball is holding TRYOUTS for its 12U & 14U FORCE Travel Softball Teams. Tryouts will be held starting this Wednesday, July 28th from 7PM-9PM at Dingletown Field 2A-Carp Field, which is located on Forked Neck Road in Shamong Township. Additional Tryout dates are scheduled for Monday, August 2nd and Wednesday, August 4th. Potential players MUST attend a minimum of 2 tryout dates in order to be eligible for consideration for the Team Roster.

Young ladies interested in the 12U Travel Team must have a birthdate after January 1, 1998 to be eligible.

Those interested in the 14U FORCE Travel Team must have a birthdate after January 1, 1996 to be eligible.

The attached Q&A flyer provides additional information regarding the Travel Softball program. For general information about the Travel Softball Program and questions related to the 12U Team, feel free to contact me at this e-mail address or call me at 609-915-4736. For specific questions pertaining to the 14U FORCE Team, please contact Mr. Joe Mitchell, who can be reached at 609-760-6412.

RSVP e-mails indicating your interest in the tryouts would greatly assist us in planning these events.

Respectfully,

Jim Sweet
Director
IMAA Softball
Q & A about the Indian Mills Travel Softball Program:

1.- What is Travel Softball?

Travel Softball is designed for girls with the ability and desire to play Fastpitch Softball at a more competitive level than the standard recreation program. It requires additional dedication, time and costs for participants and their families.

2.- Who should consider playing Travel Softball?

Any player with the dedication and willingness to work hard at improving their softball skills and competing against some of the best softball players in our region. A player with these values should consider trying out for a team while understanding that this is a commitment of additional time and money.

3.- What is the length of a typical season and what is involved?

Tryouts occur in mid-summer. Once a team roster has been developed, the team will begin practice in late-summer and usually the team will commit to a “Fall Ball” season at the descretion of the coaching staff. Every effort will be made to work the softball schedule around typical Fall sports schedules (soccer, field hockey, etc.) so as to minimize conflicts. The Fall season may also consist of Tournament play, if the coaches feel that the team is ready to compete at that level. Scrimmages against other travel teams also are scheduled. The Team usually takes a mid-Winter break (Pitchers and Catchers typically attend additional instructional classes on their own throughout the Winter) and meet again in January for once per week indoor practices. When the weather improves, outdoor practices resume (typically twice per week), games are scheduled, and Tournament play can continue through June/July.
4.- How far does the Team Travel?

Typically, the Team will join an independent softball league for “Regular Games” such as the South Jersey girls Softball Association (GSA), for example. The league currently has teams from Burlington, Gloucester and Camden Counties and includes towns such as Mt. Laurel, Marlton, Washington Township, Barrington, etc. Tournaments that the Team enters are selected by the Coaches, with some input from the parents, but are usually located within a one hour’s drive. Tournament play can be exciting for all involved, but also requires greater expense due to registration fees.
5.- What are the costs involved?

That depends. All players will be required to register through IMAA . The costs involved with managing a Travel Team are usually driven primarily by league fees, the number of Tournaments entered, uniforms and associated gear (batting helmets, gear bags, etc.). A typical USSSA tournament fee can be $400 or more for a weekend of softball. Other costs that may be incurred by the team include gym rental fees, the occassional hiring of Professional Instructors (i.e. Hitting Instructors) to attend team practices and share their knowledge, etc. Team budgets can certainly be several thousand dollars and costs are offset by securing sponsors and fundraising events such as Hosting Tournaments, “Canning” events, car washes, raffles, etc. 
6.- What can my daughter gain by playing Travel Softball?

Hopefully, an excellent softball experience that increases her skills, confidence, sense of commitment to a common goal, and long lasting friendships. A Travel Team with a good commitment from its players, families and coaches usually has great “Chemistry” and is an enjoyable experience for everyone involved. It should certainly increase her softball skills and confidence and advance her softball “career”.

7.- Will travel softball be too intense?

The philosophy is to provide a fun, confidence building, positive experience for players. Coaches are selected based on the criteria that they have a positive attitude and enjoy instructing young ladies in the game of softball. Competition is more intense than recreational softball and young ladies are expected to stay focused and willing to improve their skills. Playing time is not always equal, which is why players should constantly strive to improve their skills ….but not at the expense of family, school, or religious commitments. Life happens and coaches realize this, but players are expected to be committed to the team.
8.- Does my daughter have to be a proven “Superstar” to make the Team?

Absolutely NOT! In fact, our coaches pride themselves on their ability to help a player improve her softball skills. What is required is a willingness to stay focused, learn, be a good teammate, etc. These traits are often referred to as “Coachable”. Realize that the Coaches are volunteers committed to helping young ladies learn and enjoy the game.
9.- What is the role of the Parent in Travel Softball?
First and foremost, be positive and supportive of your daughter. Often times, an increase in the competitiveness at the Travel softball level creates a greater excitement level for all involved. While players are expected to stay focused and give the team their best effort, it should NOT be a stressful experience. Parents should be mindful that the Coaching staff has volunteered their time to instruct the team players in the game of softball. Many, if not all, Coaches attend Instructional classes (sometimes at their own expense)and strive to improve their coaching skills and provide a positive learning experience for the players. 

Parents are welcome to become involved in the team activities. A well organized team usually has parents that assist in fundraisers, carpooling to practices, helping to set up equipment at practices, etc.
Parents should always consider that there are appropriate and not-so-approprite times for comments and questions regarding Coaching strategy, game situations, playing time, etc. Be a positive role model for your daughter and her teammates and remember that everyone, including parents, represents Indian Mills.
Indian Mills is proud of its Softball program and strives to make every aspect of its endeavors a rewarding experience for players and their families. For additional information, please contact the Director of Softball, Mr. Jim Sweet at imaasoftball@comcast.net or 609-915-4736.
Additional Information regarding youth sports programs can also be found on the IMAA website, http://www.imaasports.org
